
 

 PRESS RELEASE 
PARIS, 28 JULY 2017 

Naval Group, 40 – 42, rue du Docteur Finlay 75732 Paris Cedex 15 – Tel.: + 33 (0)1 40 59 55 69 – www.naval-group.com 

  
   
 

Jean-Michel Billig commences as Naval Group’s 
Executive Director for the Australian future submarine 
program 
 
Jean-Michel Billig has been appointed Naval Group’s Executive Director to work with the 
Commonwealth of Australia on the Australian Future Submarine Program. Member of the 
Naval Group Executive Committee, he joined the company in May 2017 as special advisor 
to Hervé Guillou, President and CEO. 

 
 

The Australian federal government has selected Naval Group as its partner to design and build twelve future 
submarines for the Royal Australian Navy. In his role as Naval Group’s Executive Director, Jean-Michel 
Billig will be responsible for working with the Commonwealth of Australia and Lockheed Martin Australia (the 
combat system integrator) in finalising all the contractual and industrial provisions that will underpin the 
success of the program. Meanwhile, the Australian and American teams continue to settle into Cherbourg to 
commence the future submarine design studies  

Brief biography 

From 2015 to 2017, Jean-Michel Billig was CEO of Zodiac Seats and member of the Executive Committee 
of Zodiac Aerospace. Between 2012 and 2015, he joined Renault Group (Renault, Dacia, Samsung) as 
Executive Vice President Engineering and Quality and was a member of the executive committee. Prior to 
that, he spent most of his career in the EADS Group, now known as Airbus. From 2009 to 2012, he was 
responsible for the technical management of Eurocopter, which later became Airbus Helicopters, and was a 
member of the executive committee. In 2007, he was appointed Director of Systems Engineering at Airbus. 
Previously, and over a period of five years, from 2003 to 2007, he was appointed director at Airbus Military 
on behalf of France for the European A400M multipurpose military transport aircraft programme. Jean-
Michel started his career in 1988 at the then Aerospatiale (now Airbus Group) in several project-
management functions working on programmes such as the Franco-German Tigre attack helicopter.  

Jean-Michel Billig was born in 1963 and is a graduate of the Ecole Centrale de Paris. He is also a 
Commander in the French Naval Reserve. 
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About Naval Group 
Naval Group is a European leader in naval defence and a major player in marine renewable energies. As an 
international high-tech company, Naval Group uses its extraordinary know-how, unique industrial resources 
and capacity to arrange innovative strategic partnerships to meet its clients' requirements. The Group designs, 
builds and supports submarines and surface ships. It also supplies services to shipyards and naval bases. In 
addition, the Group offers a wide range of marine renewable energy solutions. Attentive to corporate social 
responsibility, Naval Group adheres to the United Nations Global Compact. The Group reports revenues of 
€3.2 billion and has a workforce of 12,800 employees (2016 data).  
www.naval-group.com 
 
 

 
Videos and photos available on http://www.salledepresse.com 
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